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2025 General Assembly Housing Wrap-Up

An overview of key housing-related bills and budget items passed during Virginia's 2025 General
Assembly session, as of May 8, 2025.

PASSED BILLS Relevant bills that passed this session and will become law on July 1, 2025

HB 2245: Fair Assessments of Affordable Housing (Del. Callsen) (delayed till Jan 1, 2026)
o HB 2245 requires income-based assessments of affordable housing if income/expense data is
provided. The Department of Taxation will work with stakeholders to create a standard form for
owners to use to report such data and develop a training for assessors about these requirements.

HB 2029/SB 816: Property Tax Relief for Elderly & Disabled Homeowners (Del. Hernandez; Sen.
Rouse)
» HB 2029/SB 816 includes a few fixes to local property tax relief programs for elderly and disabled
homeowners in order to increase program accessibility and awareness.

HB 2153: Faith in Housing for the Commonwealth (Del. Carr)
« HB 2153 directs DHCD to create a list of policy options for localities that could stimulate the
development of affordable housing on property owned by property tax-exempt nonprofits.

HB 2151: Community Land Trust (CLT) Operation (Del. Carr)
* HB 2151 amends the code for CLTs, such as Richmond's Maggie Walker Coommunity Land Trust, to
reflect how they operate and ensure they are in compliance.

HB 1867/SB 1043: Lease Nonrenewal Notice (Del. McClure; Sen. Ebbin)
» HB1867/SB 1043 requires landlords owning 5 or more units to provide notice of lease nonrenewal
60 days in advance.

HB 2218/SB 1356: Fees for Certain Rent Payment Methods (Del. Tran; Sen. Srinivasan)
« HB 2218/SB 1356 prohibits landlords from charging fees for the collection of rent or security deposit
payments, unless they also offer an alternative payment method without fees.

HB 1623/SB 830: Expand Eviction Diversion Pilot Program (Del. McClure; Sen. Locke)
» HB1623/SB 830 expands the program beyond a pilot, making it available to all general district
courts. This program helps eligible rent-owing tenants avoid eviction through payment plan
agreements.

HB 2430: Fee Disclosure Statement on Lease (Del. Simon)
« HB 2430 requires landlords to include on the first page of the lease an itemization of all charges to
the tenant including security deposit, rent, and any additional one-time charges.

HB 2415/SB 1221: Increased Protections for Public Housing Residents (Del. Cousins; Sen. Aird)
« HB 2415/SB 1221 ensures that low-income tenants in public housing aren’t charged a bond to file an
appeal in eviction cases nor any fees for maintenance or repair unless such repair is necessitated by
the tenant’s action. It also requires PHASs to provide more information alongside an eviction notice.

Click HERE or visit our website to see VHA's legislative tracker with information on other housing bills
that did or did not pass during the 2025 General Assembly.
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FY25-26 BUDGET Relevant new items in the budget signed by the Governor on May 2, 2025

In total, the FY25-26 budget signed by the Governor on May 2, 2025 included an increase of $55.5M in
housing-related funding and $10M to restore previously allocated funding.

Budget Item FY25-26 Budget
102#2c: Capacity Building Funding for Continuum of Care Agencies Reallocate $675,000
4-14#4c: Housing Opportunity Tax Credit Expansion +$4M

102#5c¢, 102#6c: Restoration of the Low-Income Homebuyers Assistance and Mobile Home

Park Resident/Non-profit Acquisition Pilot Programs (one-time) $5M each, with deadline

102#9c: Support Eviction Prevention in Hampton Roads (new, one-time) $1.5M
294#1c: Broaden the BHDS Trust Fund to Provide Community-Based Housing Language only
102#1c: Disaster and Risk Mitigation Program (new, one-time) $50M

VHA’'s AGENDA VHA's top legislative priorities that were not approved during this session

5000 Families Rental Assistance Pilot Program (Sen. Locke, Sen. Pillion, Del. Coyner, Del. Sewell)

o HB 1879/SB 832 would establish a pilot program providing rent relief to 5,000 low-income families to keep their
rent affordable for the long term. Iltems 102#11s and 102#9h requested $80M to fund the program. Item 102#3c,
which was included in the General Assembly’s budget proposal but vetoed by the Governor, allocated $20M to
the program. (bill failed to pass and not funded in the budget)

« HB 1973: Affordable Housing Preservation (Del. Bennett-Parker)
o HB 1973 would grant localities the authority to establish a Right of First Refusal (ROFR) during the sale of
publicly supported housing at risk of expiring affordability. (vetoed)

SB 1313: Affordable Dwelling Unit Ordinances / Inclusionary Zoning (Sen. McPike)
o SB 1313 would allow all localities to establish effective, mandatory inclusionary zoning programs tailored to the
needs of their own jurisdictions. (vetoed)

» Zoning for Housing Production Fund (Del. Carr)
o HB2149 would incentivize certain localities to adopt zoning policies that support the development of affordable
and diverse housing. (not funded in the budget, failed to pass)

* Increase the Virginia Housing Trust Fund (VHTF) to $150M Annually (Sen. Ebbin, Del. Bulova)
o Annual VHTF funding remains at $87.5M. (not funded in the budget)

$5M Increase for the State Rental Assistance Program (SRAP) (Sen. Boysko, Del. Willett)
o Due to increased costs of living, level funding means that the number of individuals with disabilities who can
benefit from SRAP will continue to decrease. (not funded in the budget)

» $1.25M Increase for the Virginia Homeless Solutions Program (VHSP) (Sen. Locke, Del. Herring)
o State investment in the VHSP has remained largely stagnant for over a decade. (not funded in the budget)
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