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The Commonwealth has a shortage of at least 300,000 affordable homes. As rent increases continue to outpace
income growth, one in three households in Virginia is housing cost burdened. While Virginia's housing crisis
affects rural, urban, and suburban communities statewide, Black and brown Virginians, low-income renters,
older adults, persons with disabilities, and families with children remain disproportionately at risk. Meanwhile,
much of Virginia's existing affordable housing stock is falling into disrepair or disappearing altogether when
transformed into market-rate housing. As a result, more Virginians are losing their homes, many of whom have
nowhere else to go.

This blueprint offers policymakers effective strategies
to meaningfully address these housing challenges
during the 2025 General Assembly. Specifically, the
Virginia Housing Alliance advocates for solutions that:

ensure equitable access to quality housing and
supportive services;

increase the supply of housing affordable to low-
income Virginians;

preserve our current supply of affordable
housing and keep people in their homes.

Establish the 5000 Families pilot program. This program would provide monthly
rent relief to 5,000 low-income families with school-aged children across Virginia,
enabling them to stay in their current home or find a more stable, permanent home
of their choice. By supporting stable homes, this pilot program would also support
the academic achievement, physical health, and mental wellbeing of students across
the state.
ACC ESS Invest in supportive housing opportunities and services. The Permanent
Supportive Housing and State Rental Assistance programs, as administered by
DBHDS, create commmunity-based living opportunities paired with supportive
services for individuals with disabilities. Virginia must increase funding for these
existing programs and, more broadly, build system-level capacity to better connect

« 100 . . i
- ' people to the supportive resources necessary for housing stability.
Expand programs serving Virginians at risk of or experiencing homelessness.
Despite increases in the population served, the state’s base funding for homeless
services has largely remained stagnant over the past decade. This must change.
v Furthermore, Virginia's homeless service network or Continuum of Care needs

flexible funds to increase programmatic and operational capacity to more effectively
serve those experiencing homelessness.

In addition to the solutions listed above, VHA supports efforts to provide deeply
affordable homeownership opportunities, reduce appraisal bias, ensure fair criminal
background screening for affordable housing, and expand emergency rental
assistance.




SUPPLY

Grow the Housing Trust Fund. The Virginia Housing Trust Fund is a flexible financial
resource to create, preserve, and support affordable housing projects that cater to
the diversity of Virginia's low-income residents including individuals, families,
veterans, senior citizens, people with disabilities, and those who are experiencing or
at risk of homelessness. In order to make progress towards addressing our housing
shortage, Virginia must significantly increase investments in the Housing Trust Fund.
VHA also supports any effort to build the capacity and long-term sustainability of the
trust fund.

Support the Housing Opportunity Tax Credit. Established in 2020, the Housing
Opportunity Tax Credit leverages private equity through public-private partnerships
to encourage the development of affordable rental housing, similar to the federal
Low Income Housing Tax Credit. Because it is an important tool to address the
state’s housing needs, VHA supports efforts to extend and strengthen the tax credit.

Encourage the development of more dense and diverse affordable housing. At
the state level, there is much that Virginia can do to better facilitate the production
of housing where it is needed most. Lawmakers should improve and expand
flexibility of existing tools, such as inclusionary zoning programs; create new tools
that incentivize more diverse and affordable housing; and remove barriers that make
such housing challenging to build.

PRESERVE

Offer localities another tool to preserve affordable housing. While new
development is necessary to address our housing shortage, it is critical that Virginia
also preserve our current housing stock, ensuring that our state and federal
investments in affordable housing continue to benefit Virginians in the future. In
addition, preservation is necessary to prevent displacement of residents and
safeguard deep affordability. Currently, Virginia localities have few tools and
resources with which they can effectively engage in preservation. The state should
allow localities the use of another tool, the right of first refusal. In other words,
localities should have the option to intervene in the sale or conversion of subsidized
multifamily rental housing that would otherwise no longer be affordable.

Ensure affordable housing is assessed accurately for property taxes. It becomes
more challenging to provide affordable housing and necessary resident services
when facing undue tax burdens as the result of inaccurate assessments. While many
assessors use correct methods that incorporate income and expenses in valuations,
there is widespread inconsistency, inaccuracy, and inefficiency. Virginia must clarify
what is required for such assessments and establish greater accountability to ensure
affordable housing providers only pay their fair share of taxes.

Protect manufactured home parks and expand opportunities for owners of
manufactured homes to purchase the parks in which they live. Mobile homes, or
more accurately referred to as manufactured or modular homes, are a form of
naturally occurring affordable housing, which is a rare resource in our housing crisis.
It is important that Virginians protect our manufactured home communities by
ensuring parks are properly managed, rents remain affordable, resources are
available for home repair and rehabilitation, and residents have opportunities to
purchase their parks or work with chosen partners to do so.

In addition, VHA supports solutions that prevent evictions, enforce and strengthen
habitability standards, and reduce tax burdens on low-income homeowners.
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