
VHA’s 2026 legislative agenda prioritizes strategic investments and policies to increase
access to quality affordable housing and end homelessness across Virginia.

1. Increase the Virginia Housing Trust Fund to a total of $400M over the biennium to expand
the supply of affordable homes and support housing stability for low-income households,
including up to $30M more for homeless reduction grants in response to impending federal
funding cuts for supportive housing. (Sen. Ebbin, Del. Lopez) 

2. Invest annually an additional $13M for rapid rehousing through the Virginia Homeless
Solutions Program and $2M for capacity funding for homeless service providers to preserve
existing programs at risk of significant federal funding cuts. (Sen. Locke, Del. McClure)

3. Grant people experiencing homelessness an affirmative defense against tickets, fines, or
arrests for resting on publicly-owned and accessible land. (HB___ Del. Cole)

4. Protect and expand community-based housing opportunities for Virginians with
disabilities by investing $5M more annually in the Permanent Supportive Housing and State
Rental Assistance Programs administered by DBHDS. (Sen. Favola, Del. Willett)

5. Allow localities to reduce or exempt property taxes for nonprofit-controlled affordable
housing. (HB854 Del. Cousins) 

6. Preserve affordable housing by enabling localities to establish a Right of First Refusal when
publicly supported multifamily rental properties are at risk of expiring affordability (HB4 Del.
Bennett-Parker)

7. Grant all localities the ability to establish effective Inclusionary Zoning programs tailored to
the needs of their own jurisdictions. (SB74 Sen. McPike, HB867 Del. Cousins)

8. Invest $60M in FY27 to establish the 5000 Families Pilot Program, which will provide rental
assistance over the next 2 years to low-income families with children. 
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