/

The Arc.

VIRGINIA HOUSING AT
ALLIANCE Virginia

Increase Funding for Community-Based Housing

Our Ask

We support an increase of $5 million in FY27 and FY28 ($10M over
the biennium) to the State Rental Assistance Program (SRAP),
which provides housing cost assistance to adults with intellectual
and developmental disabilities (IDD) so that they can choose where
they live, with whom they live, and who supports them. This budget
request would restore funding for about 150 vouchers lost in FY25-
26 due to cost-of-living increases and expand the program slightly
to make progress towards the goal of serving 10% of individuals on
the Medicaid DD Waiver.

About SRAP

SRAP is administered by the Department of Behavioral Health and
Disability Services (DBHDS) in partnership with Public Housing
Agencies and Community Services Boards. It was started in 2016 as
part of the DOJ Settlement Agreement. Currently, SRAP only has
enough funding for 846 vouchers due to significant increases to
cost-of-living in recent years. With this proposed budget increase,
there would be sufficient funding for about 1,050 SRAP vouchers.

Critical Need for SRAP Funds

We need

+ $5M / year

to restore funding

for 150 SRAP
vouchers lost since
2024
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Consistent with national
averages, over 91% of people
served through DBHDS
community housing
programs remain stably
housed after a year.

SRAP embodies the vision of the Settlement Agreement and is critical to Virginia's compliance.
Without regular increases to SRAP, we risk falling out of compliance with the permanent injunction.

SRAP is the fulfillment of the promise that comes with the DD Waiver, granting recipients access
to community-based living that may not be possible without housing assistance. With housing
stability, voucher holders can contribute to their community as the person they want to be. Thus, as
we make historic investments in the DD Medicaid Waiver, we must also increase SRAP funding to
ensure waiver recipients have a stable place to receive these valuable services.

DBHDS established a performance measurement indicator to enable at least 10% of those on the DD
Waiver and waitlist to live independently. SRAP is the primary tool available to DBHDS to meet this
goal. An additional $5M per year would bring us close to 45% of the goal.

Contact: Isabel McLain, Director of Policy and Advocacy at VHA, at imclain@vahousingalliance.org




SRAP Stories

Stephanie Singer

My name is Stephanie Singer and | am a 32-year-old autistic adult. | have lived
independently in Norfolk, Virginia for 4 years, with supports paid for by a
Medicaid waiver. Before receiving SRAP and a Medicaid waiver, | lived with
family members. Their behavior towards me was abusive and controlling on
many different levels. The only way | was able to afford moving out into my
own place - and by extension, escape toxic environments with my life intact -

was with SRAP and a Medicaid waiver.

Thanks to SRAP and the Medicaid waiver, | have privacy, authenticity, choices,
and a sense of safety for the first time in my life. My apartment is decorated
how | want. | work a fulfilling job at a nonprofit, which allows me to use my
communication skills. | am working towards my third-degree black belt in
Taekwondo and volunteer as an instructor. Also, | am active in my church and

disability advocacy efforts.

My story is not unigue. Many people with disabilities suffer in settings where
their caregivers can't or won't see them as deserving the same rights and
dignity as their non-disabled peers. SRAP and Medicaid waivers are two of the
main keys to stopping ableism and abuse in their tracks, and giving people
with disabilities the chance to lead a self-directed life in their own homes.

Caleb DelJoung

My name is Caleb DeJonge. | am 33 years old and live in Norfolk, VA. |
have been living in my own apartment with rent assistance from my
SRAP Voucher and with in-home supports paid for my Medicaid
Waiver since November 2, 2020.

Before this | lived with a foster family. It was hard to be around
people that did not understand me. | tried for a while, but it was time
for me to get my own place. Since living in my own apartment with
SRAP and waiver supports, | have been able to have happier
relationships with some family and most friends. | have been able to
go to places | want like Busch Gardens Williamsburg. | am saving
money to go to Disney and even studying to get my driving permit. |
have a job cleaning up on the base near home, and I'm making
enough money to pay my bills and put some into savings for fun
stuff. Since | like helping others, I've been able to become part of two
advocacy groups. | stay busy and even go to New Life Church in
Virginia Beach weekly.

| would not have the life | have today without the opportunity to live
on my own thanks to my SRAP Voucher.




