
VHA’s 2026 legislative agenda prioritizes strategic investments and policies to increase
access to quality affordable housing and end homelessness across Virginia.

1. Increase the Virginia Housing Trust Fund to a total of $400M over the biennium to expand
the supply of affordable homes and support housing stability for low-income households. 

2. Invest $60M in FY27 to establish the 5000 Families Pilot Program, which will provide rental
assistance over the next 2 years to low-income families with children. 

3. Invest annually an additional $15M in the Virginia Homeless Solutions Program and $2M for
capacity funding for homeless service providers. 

4. Prevent localities from passing or enforcing ordinances that criminalize unhoused
Virginians for engaging in life-sustaining activities, including sleeping, in public places.

5. Protect and expand community-based housing opportunities for Virginians with disabilities
by investing $5M more annually in the Permanent Supportive Housing and State Rental
Assistance Programs administered by DBHDS. 

6. Allow localities to reduce or exempt property taxes for affordable housing owned by a
nonprofit. 

7. Preserve affordable housing by enabling localities to establish a Right of First Refusal when
publicly supported multifamily rental properties are at risk of expiring affordability. 
 
8. Improve the Housing Opportunity Tax Credit, a valuable tool to support the development
and preservation of affordable housing across Virginia. 
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