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Tracing its roots to the 1980's, Virginia Housing Alliance (VHA) has a strong track
record of advocating for the expansion of housing opportunities, educating the
public about housing challenges in Virginia, and helping to build the
organizational capacity of housing nonprofits across the state. Working with our
members and national partners, VHA's team develops forward-looking solutions
to address housing affordability and end homelessness.

MISSION The Virginia Housing Alliance (VHA) advocates for the
ﬁ expansion of housing opportunities and ending
homelessness in the Commonwealth through advocacy,

education, and capacity building.

VISION
S5 Y VHA envisions a Virginia where every resident has access
@ to safe, affordable, and dignified housing.
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ADVOCATE

VHA pushes for change in housing and homelessness by being the
leading housing advocacy organization in Virginia. To continue
mobilizing housing initiatives forward for all Virginians, VHA aspires
to be the go-to resource for elected leaders and will accelerate and
expand our advocacy efforts to drive powerful change.

STRATEGIC GOAL:
e Raise a robust voice that reflects the dire needs of affordable
housing and homelessness

CONVENE

VHA's ability to gather leading housing professionals across the
state of Virginia is both valuable and impactful for organizations,
developers, and advocates. The continued education of housing
and homelessness issues keeps emerging leaders and the
community informed and aware of the needs. VHA will continue to
push this effort and enhance it to continue elevating the issues and
taking strides towards ending homelessness.

STRATEGIC GOALS:
o Foster statewide collaboration to build a well-connected and
resourced housing continnum
e Empower housing providers and advocates with leading
education and training

CHAMPION

VHA believes in equitable housing for all Virginians. To advance our

VIRGINIA
HOUSING

efforts toward housing solutions, VHA will continue to champion - o ALLIANCE
the representation of diverse voices and provide greater access for
all of Virginia. As VHA seeks to maintain its impact, we will ensure
that our internal infrastructure remains resilient.

STRATEGIC GOALS:
e Expand access and mobilization to engage diverse communities
e Bolster our organizational capacity and sustainability to
continue influential impact
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Core Programs
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Policy & Advocacy

VHA advocates at the state and federal level for the
expansion of affordable housing opportunities and
ending homelessness throughout the Commonwealth.
We do this through a policy framework that
understands how to build compromise and relies on the
lived experience of low-income Virginians affected by
policy decisions. VHA's policy initiatives represent the
shared priorities of affordable housing and
homelessness organizations and advocates from across
the state.

Education

VHA is committed to providing learning opportunities
for members and advocates about the importance of
housing and homeless services throughout the
Commonwealth of Virginia. Professional development
and education help our members have an outsize
impact across the state.

Our educational programming includes two annual
conferences: the Housing Credit Conference (HCC) and
Housing Virginia's Most Vulnerable (HVMYV), as well as
virtual trainings and webinars throughout the year.
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Capacity Building Dﬁ:{
Capacity building is an important part of VHA's mission
of expanding housing opportunity and ending
homelessness in Virginia. VHA offers members a unique
combination of knowledge, expertise, and resources to
make beneficial impact for low-income Virginians.

VHA's capacity building programs include the
AmeriCorps VISTA program, which places members at
housing organizations around Virginia for a year of
service, and the Housing Leadership Institute (HLI),
which accelerates the leadership trajectory of mid-
career housing professionals.
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About & Support

History

VHA was established in 2016 as a result of a merger between the Virginia Coalition to End
Homelessness and the Virginia Housing Coalition, two statewide nonprofits that addressed
housing challenges from different ends of the spectrum. This merger created a clear,
unified voice for housing and homelessness in Virginia, positioning VHA as the only
statewide organization that addresses the full spectrum of affordable housing needs. Since
its inception, VHA has been at the forefront of efforts to meet the critical housing needs of
Virginia's most vulnerable populations through targeted capacity building, advocacy, and
education initiatives.

How You Can Help

Become a member

Membership dues are an important source of support for VHA’s work to expand

housing opportunities and end homelessness in Virginia. Members also receive
additional legislative policy updates, access to exclusive opportunities like Housing
Advocacy Day, and priority registration for events.

Make a donation Sign up for our
With your support, we can champion newsletter
smart policies and investments that . N . .
expand affordable housing and ensure Join our mailing list to receive regular
every Virginian has a safe, stable place updates on our work and the housing
to call home. landscape in Virginia.
Contact Us
For donations, membership, grants, For questions on state or federal
and general information: policy and advocacy:
Carrie Hamilton Isabel McLain
Resource Development Specialist Director of Policy & Advocacy
chamilton@vahousingalliance.org imclain@vahousingalliance.org
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https://housingforwardva.org/
https://vahousingalliance.org/get-involved/support-vha/
https://vahousingalliance.org/get-involved/membership/
https://vahousingalliance.org/education/news/subscribe/
https://vahousingalliance.org/education/news/subscribe/
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