
Our Ask

Background

Protect Virginia’s Homeless Response System

We support an additional $13,000,000 for rapid
rehousing programs at risk of federal funding cuts
and an additional $2,000,000 set aside for
homeless service agencies to protect and expand
their organizational capacity to address the
growing population of Virginians at risk of or
experiencing homelessness. In light of federal
policy volatility regarding Virginia’s largest funding
source for homeless services, the Continuum of
Care (CoC) program, this state funding is more
important than ever. 

The CoC program is the federal government’s
primary competitive grant program supporting
local and regional homeless response systems. It is
the largest source of funding for homeless services
in the state and across the nation. 91% of the over
$47 million awarded to Virginia in FY24 supports
rapid rehousing (RRH) and permanent supportive
housing (PSH) projects that serve 3,200 individuals,
including people with disabilities, families with
children, and youth aging out of foster care.  

Continuum of Care Program

Since 2010:

✓ Overall homelessness decreased by 22%
✓ Family homelessness decreased by 35%
✓ Veteran homelessness decreased by 60% 

2024, DHCD Report

However, homelessness has been rising in
recent years due to stagnant funding, inflation,
and the COVID-19 pandemic. Since 2019,
homelessness in Virginia has increased by
23%. In particular, unsheltered homelessness
(those living outside) increased significantly – by
about 76% since 2019 – especially in rural areas.
As a result, CoCs are now serving more people
than ever before despite limited resources. 

Virginia’s CoCs do a lot with a little...

Homelessness in Virginia

>7,141 Unhoused Virginians in 2024 (HUD
Point in Time Count). This is a 23%
increase from 2019.

Because Virginia’s homeless response system heavily
relies on federal funding, it is very vulnerable to
uncertainty, delays, and cuts. If the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development continues pursuing
significant policy changes to the Continuum of Care
program, Virginia could lose at least $42.5 million
annually for existing RRH and PSH projects, resulting 
in thousands losing their homes. Strengthening state-
level coordination, planning, and investment is
essential to managing this volatility and ensuring
continuity of services for Virginians experiencing
homelessness.

Furthermore, the state’s base funding for homeless
services has increased only once since 2013, and only
by $675,000. A set-aside is necessary because this state
funding comes with strict limitations for administrative
costs. Only 5% can be used to cover such needs.  

Item 102#1s (Locke)
 Item 102#13h (McClure)

Contact: Isabel McLain,  imclain@vahousingalliance.org

Critical Need for Funding

20,785 Homeless youth enrolled in public
schools in 2023-24 academic year,
based on the McKinney-Vento
definition of homelessness.

https://rga.lis.virginia.gov/Published/2024/RD853/PDF
https://budget.lis.virginia.gov/amendment/2026/1/SB30/Introduced/MR/102/1s/
https://budget.lis.virginia.gov/amendment/2026/1/HB30/Introduced/MR/102/13h/

